
Important Dates!
• Jan. 31: 
2016 Chapter financial reports due to Executive Director 

Claudia Powell from 2016 chapter treasurers 

• Feb. 1: 

2017 Membership dues due 

• March 1:

$10 late fee assessed if dues not yet paid 

• March 31: 
Additional $10 late fee assessed if dues not yet paid

WiNUP Executive Committee  
President:  DeCoffette Ward
Vice President/President Elect:   
Dianne Nunez
Secretary:  Holly Huffman
Treasurer:  Kay Bostick
Immediate Past President:   
Danette Scudder 
International Board Representatives 
ArkLaTex: Denise Battle
Atlanta:  Mechelle Stanton
East Tennessee: Beth Duggar
Indiana:  Emily Schilling 
Kentucky: Kim Maynard
Members-At-Large:  
  Stacy Edwards
Metro Chicago: Kelly Kruppa
Mid-Atlantic: Cheryl Mae Velasco
Missouri: Judy Gustafson
Nashville: Ashley Dickens
New York: Loretta DiCamillo
North Central: Brenda Sandahl
North Texas: Sue Mercer
Northern Indiana:   
  Wanda Smith
Ohio:  Kristen Thompson
South Texas: Cindy Berry
SW VA/NE TN: Karen Gilmer
Virginia:  Doni Palmer
West Virginia:   Janet Hewitt
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Empowering Women in Utilities Since 1923

Welcome to 
2017 Women’s 
International 
Network 
of Utility 
Professionals 
(WiNUP).  As 
we embark on 
a new year, 
some of us 
are faced with 
changes in our 
families, work 
groups, setting 

a plan for the resolution (s) we made 
and a host of other circumstances.  
As a volunteer 
organization, 
we depend 
on the time 
and efforts of 
each other to 
help us remain 
a valued and 
sustainable 
society of 
professionals.  

“Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful citizens can change the 
world.  Indeed, it is the only thing 
that ever has.”     

-Margaret Mead

In my position with American 
Electric Power (AEP) my team works 
diligently with varied departments 
on continuous improvement efforts.  
One of our consultants identified 
criteria that makes up a team, which 

are:
•	 Common purpose, shared goals
•	 Shared outcomes (risk and 

rewards)
•	 Specific roles for each member
•	 Collaboration to accomplish  

goals
•	 Structure and rules

I believe WiNUP qualifies as a 
team.  I ask of you that during 
2017 and forward you commit to 
participate on at least one chapter 
or international committee.  I 
understand the demand for our 
attention to task change throughout 

the year, but 
remember we 
are a team 
and with 
communication 
and capitalizing 
on our diverse 
skillsets, there 
is no doubt we 
will adapt to 

any situation.  I am grateful for the 
opportunity to continue my service 
with all of you this year and I ask 
that you choose to play your role in 
a collaborative effort to continue the 
legacy of WiNUP.

DeCoffette L Ward

Our Role During Change

DeCoffette Ward 
International President
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News and Notes

Atlanta #PackThePurse 

As a Partner in Education, TVA and CDE Lightband 
celebrate their partnership by presenting a donation 
of $1,000 to the CMCSS STEM Academy.   

The donation was provided by TVA, while CDE 
Lightband provides volunteer hours, experience and 
assistance in and out of the classroom. 
The presentation occurred during the 8th Grade Career 
Fair along with the replication of a substation and 
transmission of electricity 
to homes.  The sophomore 
class of the STEM Academy 
at Kenwood High School 
completed this challenge 
the first nine weeks of 
school from the feedback 
and lessons their teachers 
received from their summer 
externship.  

“We are proud of our 
partnership with TVA and 
CMCSS to help support the STEM program,” stated 
Brian Taylor, General Manager of CDE Lightband. 
“It is amazing what the students are learning in the 

classroom and the commitment the teachers have 
made to the program.  The STEM program is building 
our leaders of the future and quite possibly our future 
employees.”

This will mark the fifth year of this partnership which 
includes hosting STEM Externships for teachers 
on-site at CDE Lightband, annual trip to TVA’s 
Cumberland Fossil Plant and providing experts for 

classroom demonstrations 
and presentations. Promoting 
Science Technology 
Engineering and Math to 
our students will lead to a 
stronger future and help build 
a better economy within 
Clarksville.  

WiNUP’s own Nashville Chair, 
Sally Martino, is an employee 
of CDE Lightband, working 
directly with Mr. Taylor,  and 

proudly reported the STEM activity and awards won 
in the STEM field.  Great job, Sally!

Partners for STEM

LaRhonda Julien and team 
put together Atlanta’s first 
meeting of 2017 with one guest 
attendee and a meaningful 
event called Pack The Purse.  
Women are encouraged 
to donate a new or gently 
used purse to pack with 
new toiletries, cosmetics, 
undergarments, feminine 
needs, and other useful items. 
The Atlanta Chapter is striving 
to meet the most basic needs 
of women in the their region. 

Through the Pack The Purse event, they are hoping 
to provide women in the area with much-needed 
supplies. Many of these women only have the clothes 
on their backs. LaRhonda Julian will be an essential 
part of making sure these supplies go to women in 

need.
Suggested items:
Toothpaste, 
toothbrush, hair 
brush, comb, hair 
bands, lotion, chap 
stick, tampons, 
feminine pads, 
baby wipes, 
shampoo, 
conditioner, soap, 
and face wash. 
Also, there is a 
great need for 
undergarments 
(panties and sports 
bras that come in 
S/M/L/XL are great) 
as well as socks. 

LaRhonda Julien - Atlanta Chapter
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Be sure to keep us posted 

on your chapter’s STEM 

activities.  Deadline for 

submittal for the spring 

Connection is February 19th.  

Email the details along with 

photos of your event to  

dsain@mesystem.net.

Volunteer to Serve On A 
Committee:

 

News and Notes

Last month, an invitation from a local communications company 
came through to WiNUP Member Publications Committee 
Chair, Debbie Sain.  Ben Lomand Connect, the second largest 
telephone/communications cooperative in the nation was 
hosting a quarterly regional meeting and wanted to hear from 
WiNUP.  They too, experience many of the same issues facing any 
utility.  This was a wonderful opportunity to share with them the 
history of WiNUP and the value added in being a member.  

Debbie asked Danette Scudder to join her in speaking about the 
organization.  Arriving a few minutes early the WiNUP team was 
able to sit in on Levoy Knowles, former Ben Lomand Connect 
CEO, discussing how to get the communications message across 
to the masses 
while having to 
compete with the 
big dogs, AT&T, 
Comcast, Charter, 
Google, and 
the list goes on.  

They discussed 
branding and 
how best to 
differentiate 
themselves 

from the larger 
companies.  

This was a 
meeting not 
unlike many 
utilities both 
large and small might experience.  Danette was right at home 
discussing WiNUP and networking opportunities afforded its 
members.  The day was productive 
and we hope many communications 
leads will turn to active members 
of WiNUP.  As always, keep your 
communications sisters in mind 
when recruiting members. 

After meeting and discussing 
how we could work together as 
organizations, lunch was prepared 
by none other than Mary Beth 
Laxson of Juicy’s Wellness Cafe.  You 
may remember her from last year’s 
conference in Nashville.  She was 
gracious enough to participate as 
a motivational speaker telling her 
challenge to become healthy.  She 
prepared a great plant-based meal 
and dessert.  

 

Strengthening Communication

Committee descriptions are available in the WiNUP 
Guidelines.  If you are interested in serving on one 
of these committees, please email International 
President Danette Scudder at dscudder@tvppa.com.

• Budget and 
Finance 

• Chapter 
Development 
and Retention

• Energy Affairs
• Fellowship 
• Guidelines 
• Historian 
• International Conference
• International Honorary 

Life Award 
• Member Publications 
• Mentoring 
• New Member Development 
• Nominating 
• OAK Award 
• Parliamentarian 
• POWER Award 
• Public Relations
• Ways and Means 
• Website and Social Media 

Danette Scudder with TVPPA speaks at Ben Lomand Connect

Mary Beth Laxson, Juicy’s Wellness Cafe
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Find the Key to Power your Future 
It’s time to register to attend 

the 2017 WiNUP International 
Conference which is being held in 

Philadelphia, PA! 
 

EARLY BIRD Discount Registration 
is available!  Register before 
January 31, 2017 in order to 

receive $50.00 off of the regular 
full conference registration fee. 

For those registrations made prior 
to March 30, 2017, the attendees 
will be entered for a chance to win 

a Kenneth Cole bag! Please visit 
http://www.winup2017conference.

com for all the details including 
hotel arrangements. 

 
The conference will be held at 

the  Hilton Philadelphia at Penn’s 
Landing which is located at 201 
S. Christopher Columbus Blvd., 

Philadelphia, PA 19106.  
The block of rooms is being held 

under the group name WiNUP and 
Group Code WINU. This room block 

is currently available and is be 
offered, based upon interest, for a 

few days prior to the conference for 
those that arrive early.  

 
We hope to see you this fall in 

Philadelphia, PA!
For questions regarding registration 

please email Andora Marshall 
(amarshall@aep.com) and Michelle 
Greening (MHGreening@pplweb.

com).

Conference Sponsorship

Claudia and I would like to thank you 
so much for attending the webinar, 
Monday 1/16.  The webinar focused 
on the chapter financial report 
format and preparation.  This is 
required from all chapters to enable 
preparation of the IRS 990. We had a 
50% attendance of those invited, as 
required, to participate.  Considering 
all our schedules being so limited in 
availability, along with the webinar 
being set up last minute, we believe 
it to be successful attendance.  Again, 
we appreciate your time and hope this 
proves to be a helpful tool.
 
I have edited the webinar to remove 
the moments of bloopers or blank air 
space.  The link below will take you 
to the site and require a password for 
viewing.
 
Password:  WiNUPFinance
Note:  The password was used since it 
is now set to public access. 
 
The WiNUP Chapter Treasurer 
Financial Report Webinar is available 
at the following site:  https://aep.
adobeconnect.com/_a837485337/
p3c7outh8y1/
 
We appreciate any feedback (value, 
ideas, other opportunities for a 
webinar recording, ways to improve, 
etc).  We do look forward to hearing 
from you.  Please send your comments 
to both Claudia (winup.claudia@
gmail.com) and myself (ckbostick@
aep.com).   
 
Thanks everyone!

News and Notes
Treasurer 
Training 

Opportunity
A Note from Kay

Has Your Chapter Committed?

Chapter Sponsorship is so 

important in creating a successful 

conference.  If you haven’t already 

sent your sponsorship dollars, 

please contact Janell Fabiano at 

janell.fabiano@pjm.com or Andora 
Marshall at amarshall@aep.com 

to let them know you intend to 

sponsor and in what way your 

chapter is able to help. Each year, 

the host chapter relies not only 

on your sponsorship pledge, but 

also on your ability to reach out 

to your contacts for possible 

sponsorship opportunities.  As the 

date gets closer, the excitement 

builds.  Last year’s conference 

had near record-breaking 

attendance, so let’s break another 

record and See You in Philly!  




