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“Never doubt 
that a small 

group of 
thoughtful, 
committed 
citizens can 
change the 

world.  Indeed, 
it is the only 
thing that 

ever has.”™ – 
Margaret Mead

Most, if not all, of you are likely 
familiar with the above quote 
by Margaret Mead.  In fact, it 
is has been used so often as 
a motto by organizations and 
causes that it was trademarked 
to preserve its origins.  The 
Institute for Intercultural Studies’ 
(established by Mead in 1944) 
website indicates that as long as 
the quote is used for non-partisan 
or non-commercial purposes and 
acknowledged appropriately, it can 
be used free of charge.

I am not suggesting that WiNUP 
adopt this quote as our motto.  
Quite the contrary, since WiNUP 
is still in the process of registering 
our own tagline, “Empowering 
Women in Utilities Since 1923”, we 
need not muddy the waters with 
another one.  

Rather, the quote captures a 
characteristic of WiNUP that is 
not spelled out specifically in our 
mission or objectives but should be 

recognized.  

Over the past couple of weeks 
there have been several examples 
of WiNUP-related projects, issues 
or interactions at the end of which 
I paused and thought, “Wow.  That 
was a great example of teamwork.”  
So, when it came time to compose 
this article I knew what the topic 
would be.  

And, as is my practice, I began 
searching for a quote to build 
upon.  I didn’t have to look far.  
Sitting on the bookshelf behind 
my desk is a framed print that says 
just that…”Teamwork”, followed 

by Margaret Mead’s quote.  Voilà!  
The article practically writes itself.

WiNUP members come from a 
diversity of backgrounds and 
represent a broad spectrum 
of temperaments, talents and 
expertise. So, we’re fortunate to 
have a cornucopia of resources 
within our ranks.

At the same time, WiNUP 
members are exceptionally busy 
and often dealing with things 
personally and professionally 

that we don’t even know about.  
But, no matter how busy they 
are or what they’re dealing with, 
the WiNUP members I have had 
the pleasure to work with put in 
the extra effort to make WiNUP 
successful.  

Time after time I have seen WiNUP 
members rally together the make 
things happen that at some point 
seemed at a minimum daunting, 
if not improbable or even 
impossible.  And yet, they happen.  
Often with greater results than 
anyone imagined.  Not because of 
one person.  Because of a team.

Is WiNUP literally going to change 
the world as Margaret Mead 
alluded?  Probably not.  But, the 
things we do together for our 
members, whether at the local or 
international level, demonstrate 
the thoughtfulness and degree of 
commitment we have towards this 
organization and each other and 
are a true expression of teamwork.  

Such teamwork will result in 
success and positive outcomes so, 
even if we’re not exactly changing 
the world, we’re making an impact 
one project, issue and interaction 
at a time. 

Thank you for the opportunity to 
serve you this year.  I am proud to 
be a member of the WiNUP team.

The WiNUP Cornucopia

Danette Scudder 
International President
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News and Notes
“Mocktails” & STEM

INDIANA

The Charleston Area Alliance 
sponsor dinner, featuring keynote 
speaker Wes Bush, chairman, 
CEO and president of Northrop 
Grumman, brought several 
members of the West Virginia 
WiNUP chapter together for food, 
fun and entertainment at the 
McLaughlin Air National Guard 
Base in Charleston, West Virginia. 

The Charleston Area Alliance is a 
multi-faceted economic, business 
and community development 
organization, as well as the largest 
regional Chamber of Commerce in 
West Virginia. The ladies pictured 
represent two key utility businesses 
in West Virginia, Appalachian Power 
and West Virginia American Water. 

On July 15th, members of the 
Indiana Chapter celebrated the 
chapter’s 40th anniversary.  The 
actual charter date is June 25th. 
The chapter received a letter from 
Indiana Governor Mike Pence, a 
proclamation from Indianapolis 
Mayor Joe Hogsett and a certificate 
from WiNUP International. We also 
toasted the event with “mocktails” 

and cupcakes. It was a great day!
Another event held by the Indiana 
Chapter was STEM outreach with 
a local Girl Scout troop. Chapter 
participants were Jeanette Surratt, 
C.J. Wyatt, Emily Schilling and 
Holly Huffman. The chapter hosted 
the troop at an area park and 
provided STEM-related activities 
(making backpacks and trail mix), 
and also included a 
short hike. During the 
hike, a few pre-planned 
stops were focused on 
the environment and 
how individuals can 
be environmentally 
conscious and can 
conserve energy.   

Pictured front row L to R:  Dorothy Stoler, Melody Ramey, Ellie 
Schuler, Holly Huffman, Emily Schilling, and Mandy Saucerman;
Back row L to R:  Vicki Peay, Anita Johnson, Jeanette Surratt, 
Benita Runion, Shelby Houston, and Allison Gross

west virginia

One Night, Hundreds of Leaders

Pictured L to R:  Cynthia Wiseman, DeCoffette Ward, Tina Massey, Judy Hurd, Misty Heldreth, Shelley Porter and Wy Jean Sharp

How Safe 
is Your  

Password?
www.passwordmeter.com

You May Be 
Surprised!
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Deadlines:
August 15 – Chapter Achievement Awards 
application due
August 15 – Newsletter Awards application 
due

Reminders:
July 19 – Executive Committee meeting
August 23 – Executive Committee meeting
August 30 - International Board meeting

 

 
On June 7th, Orawan Wells, 2016 
Ohio Chapter Chair, and Lindsay 
Chambers, 2016 Ohio Vice-Chair, 
from the Ohio WiNUP chapter went 
to The Ohio State University to 

present a check for $350 to Robin 
Patterson (Program Coordinator/ 
Department of Physics) and to 
Lindsey Thaler (Director 
of Undergraduate 
Studies) in support 
of the STEM/GRASP 
summer camp program. 
The GRASP (Girls 
Reaching to Achieve 
in Sports and Physics) 
program is a five-
day long day camp 
for middle school-
age girls (grades 

6-8) hosted by The Ohio State 
University Department of Physics 

Undergraduate Studies Office in 
coordination with physics faculty, 
staff, and students. Each day 

consists of hands-on, interactive 
physics demonstrations and projects 
followed by a physical activity that 
demonstrates how physics relates to 
everyday phenomena. 
This has been a vision and goal 
for the Ohio Chapter and we were 
extremely excited to help support 
this scholarship funding effort with 
The Ohio State University!

Women, Art, and Social Change: 
The Newcomb Pottery Enterprise 
is the largest presentation of 
Newcomb arts and crafts in 
more than 25 years and offers 
new insights into the Newcomb 
community’s enduring mark on 
American art and industry. With 
150 objects that span 45 years of 
production, the exhibition examines 
the role that the Newcomb school 
played in promoting art for the 
advancement of women and, in 
turn, New Orleans’ business and 
cultural communities, which were 
still struggling from the effects of 
the Civil War. What began as an 
educational experiment in 1895 
at the Newcomb College, Tulane 
University’s former women’s 
college, flourished into a quasi-

commercial venture that offered an 
opportunity for Southern women 
to support themselves financially 
during and after their training as 
artists. Many of the works of the 
Newcomb Pottery enterprise were 
inspired by the native flora and 
fauna of the Gulf South, a style that 
became immediately recognizable 
and popular with influential 
collectors, curators and tastemakers 
across the country. This exhibition 
features important examples of the 
iconic pottery, including the recently 
acquired daffodil motif vase by 
Harriet Joor, and jewelry, such as 
the 1929 silver and moonstone 
necklace attributed to Mary 
Williams Butler, as well as and other 
textiles, metalwork, bookbinding 
and other historical artifacts.

This exhibit is at the Frist Center 
for the Arts through November 9, 
2016.  

Explore Nashville:  Women, Art, and Social Change at the Frist

Save The 
Dates!

Margaret H. Shelby, decorator; Jules Gabry, potter. Plate 
with Southern coastal violet design, ca. 1896. Underglaze 

painting. Newcomb Art Collection, Tulane University

Pictured L to R:  Ohio Chapter President, Orawan Wells;  GRASP 
Coordinator, Robin Patterson; and Director of Undergraduate Studies, Lindsey Thaler

 
Girls Reaching to 
Achieve in Sports & 
Physics ohio
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As the October conference dates approach in what 
seems like a faster pace than this time last year, 
I wonder have we invited to the conference all 
who are interested in learning about WiNUP and 
everything the conference has to offer?  Being part 
of the planning committee, I find myself thinking of 
more wonderful ways to attract women in the utility 
industry to our premier event.  I also find it more 
difficult to sleep lately mulling over tasks to complete 
before the drop dead-date approaches!  

We are so close to 200 registrants and a record-
breaking conference, the likes WiNUP hasn’t seen 
in many decades.  With that said, I would like to 
challenge each of you to invite 10 ladies to attend 
the conference in October.  Nashville is going to be 
a wonderful host to our membership. What better 
way to showcase all WiNUP has to offer?  So consider 

yourself challenged.  It is my personal observation 
that I have yet to reach outside my comfort zone 
of acquaintances to extend a special invitation to 
WiNUP’s main event of the year.  So as you network 
and go about your daily duties, think of someone who 
would benefit from this amazing group of women we 
call WiNUP!  
Perhaps someone you encourage will be number 
200.  Remember the lucky registrant who comes in 
at number 200 will win a $100 gift certificate from 
Nashville’s premier boot store, Lucchese Boots!

Are You Number 200?

We’ll See 
Ya’ll In 
Nashville!

Elizabeth Testerman, 
Virginia Chapter 
WiNUP member and 
HR Representative, 
Sr., recently welcomed 
East Coast Polytechnic 
Institute (ECPI) students 
to the Education 
Outreach meeting held at the John W. Vaughan 
Center auditorium. Teresa Hyers and Teresa Rogers, 
Virginia Chapter WiNUP members, spoke to the 
students about their AEP career, work experience, 
and education. AEP Transmission Engineering and GIS 
employees affiliated with Appalachian Power’s John 
W. Vaughan Center, spoke to the students and shared 
their current and past professions and educational 
background.

Elizabeth Testerman (Virginia  WiNUP Member and HR Representative, 
Sr.) and Carly Jones (Virginia Western Community College student and 
Elizabeth’s mentee through the Women in STEM Program 2015-2016)

WiNUP 
Makes A 
Difference...

virginia

by debbie sain
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