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As we move 
toward the end 
of the year and 
the completion of 
my year as the 
WiNUP interna-
tional president, I 
would like to take 
this opportunity 
to reflect on the 
state of WiNUP 
as it relates to 

our strategic plan. The comple-
tion of various tasks associated 
with the strategic plan were 
among my goals for this year.  

During the plan development, 
the following items were identi-
fied by the international board 
as opportunities to strengthen 
our organization, thus, add-
ing value to our membership:

• Creating value for our 
membership. We wanted to cre-
ate a welcome orientation at both 
the international and chapter 
levels. This has definitely taken 
a step forward with webinars 
put into place by our New Mem-
ber Development Committee. 

• Growing the organiza-
tion. Several chapters have 
implemented regional meet-
ings, and because of this and 
several additional efforts, we 
have seen a significant increase 
in the total number of WiNUP 
members. We have seen more 
than a 10 percent increase 
in membership this year.

• Strengthening our infra-
structure. We have done this by 
having successors in place for 

international committees, utiliz-
ing WiNUP affiliation in members’ 
email signatures, revamping the 
website, utilizing members ver-
sus contractors for our website, 
using executive member testi-
monies, developing a business 
plan and the list continues.

• Cultivating the desired 
culture. We have added taglines 
to our logo and begun acknowl-
edging individual membership 
anniversaries at conference and 
at the chapter level. Efforts such 
as this have helped validate 
our mission and objectives.

 When asked, “What are you 
most proud of this year?”, it is 
very difficult to select only one 
thing.  It has been very excit-
ing to see STEM take off in 
many of our chapters and at 
the international level. I have 
watched relationships develop 
as committees, chapters, the 
international board and the 
executive committee have 
worked closely together. These 
relationships, along with hard 
work and dedication are what 
will define WiNUP in the years 
ahead. I am looking forward 
to seeing these relationships 
continue to grow and watch-
ing each of you as you grow 
personally and professionally.

Happy holidays to you 
and your families!

Warm Regards,

Carolyn Gordon 
International 

President
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• Jan. 31: 
2015 Chapter financial reports due 
to Executive Director Claudia Powell 
from 2015 chapter treasurers

• Feb. 1: 
2016 Membership dues due

• March 1:
$10 late fee assessed if dues not 
yet paid

• March 31: 
Additional $10 late fee assessed 
if dues not yet paid

Dates and Deadlines

News and Notes

Keep up with WiNUP!
Be sure to follow WiN-
UP on Facebook, Twit-
ter and LinkedIn. You’ll 
find deadline remind-
ers, professional de-
velopment tidbits and 
much more!

In Memoriam: Maria J. Offerle
We were sad-

dened to learn of 
the death of WiNUP 
member Maria Of-
ferle. She became 
a member of the 
Northern Indiana 
WiNUP Chapter in 
2012.

Maria J. Offerle, 
54, of Fort Wayne 
passed away 
Sunday, Nov. 22. 
She was born Feb. 
13, 1961 to the late George and 
Pearl Horoch. She was a long-time 

service member of 
I&M. Surviving family 
include her husband, 
Edward Offerle; chil-
dren, Lara (Richard) 
Isham, Gregory (Al-
lison) Offerle, Shelley 
(Dustin) Rust; two 
grandchildren; and 
sister, Anna Karlyk. 
Besides her parents, 
she was preceded in 
passing by her sister, 

Teresa Black. Memori-
als may be made to the Fort Wayne 
Philharmonic.  

MARIA J. OFFERLE

WiNUP wants YOU!

“From Acorns to Oaks: The Story of the Women’s 
International Network of Utilities Professionals and the 
Electrical Women’s Round Table” is available for purchase 
at www.winup.org. The book captures our history from our 
beginnings in 1923 through 2014. The book is rich with 
details about forward-thinking women through the years 
who recognized the importance of supporting one another 
in an industry in which they were — and are — a minority.

"From Acorns to Oaks" features more than 160 
pages of details, photographs and graphics, and 
includes information about world events that af-
fected our organization, past and current chapter information and ac-
tivities as well as a section about our seven founders. All members of 
record at the end of 2014 are listed in the book’s chapter section.

The book is the culmination of five years of work by a commit-
tee of WiNUP history buffs dedicated to ensuring our past remains 
alive as we head into the future. To help us share our history and 
raise awareness about WiNUP, please consider purchasing a book 
to donate to your local library or historical society. Our book team 
is pursuing submitting the book to the Library of Congress.

We are very grateful for these women and the support of our members’ 
companies. Our book team — like our founders — had a vision and per-
severed to make it a reality. Our supporters have made it possible for us 
to offer this limited edition, hardcover coffee table style book for the rea-
sonable price of $30 per copy, which includes shipping and handling.

Order yours today at www.winup.org. Click the book icon in the upper 
right corner of the home page and follow the instructions. You may pay 
by credit card or check. Your books will arrive seven to 10 days later.

The book is a wonderful personal memento for members and a 
great resource for history about our organization. All sales proceeds 
will support our mission and objectives to provide professional devel-
opment, networking and mentorship opportunities to our members.

Are you interested in getting more 
involved in WiNUP?  Much of the 
work of the International organi-
zation is accomplished through 
our committees.  Serving on a 
committee is a great way to get 
engaged and learn more about 
the International organization. For 
more information, see the com-
mittee responsibilities listed in the 
International WiNUP Guidelines.  
If you would like to join a commit-
tee, please contact Danette Scud-
der at dscudder@tvppa.com.

WiNUP history books for sale


